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supply of all necessaries

at affordable prices,

free from the vacillations and
disruptions of the world market.

* Requisition and building of social
housing and introduction of a rent
cap to address the housing crisis.

¢ The complete renationalisation
of every part of the NHS,
including all its buildings and

the pharmaceutical industry.

* Leaving Nato, bringing all troops and
military contractors home, and ending
all aspects of British involvement

in aggressive wars abroad.

* An end to currency
devaluation through
endless money printing.

¢ An end to the self-defeating
sanctions war against Russia,
which is fuelling both the energy
and the inflation crises.

¢ An end to all subsidies to banks
and monopoly corporations. Any
business considered ‘too big to

fail’ or ‘necessary to the economy’
that cannot make adequate profit
from ordinary operations should be
nationalised without compensation
and run according to a plan based on
meeting the needs of the people.
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Labour, Tory, same old story

Sometime this year, working-class people in
Manchester will be asked to cast their vote
in favour of Labour, Tory or Liberal candi-
dates in a general election. Each will claim
to be for policies that they claim could help
improve the living conditions of everyday
people - and each of them will be lying.

The record of the Tories is well known to
every Mancunian: they are the enemy, the
party of the rich, and it is clear they always
will be, while the LibDems and Greens are
just Tory-lite. But it is now equally clear that
the Labour party, whether it is led by Keir
Starmer or anyone else, offers no alterna-
tive either.

The Labour party runs Manchester city
council as its private fiefdom and has done
so for decades. In all that time, the condi-
tions for working-class people in the city
have got steadily worse. During the long
years of so-called ‘Tory cuts’, how did it help
Manchester that we had Labour councillors
and Labour MPs? Did they put themselves
out to defend a single book in a single li-
brary, never mind a single job in a single
factory?

Right now, a family with two children trying
to survive in the Greater Manchester area
has to pay at least £35,000 a year for living
expenses alone - before any rent or mort-
gage payments. Even a single person needs
around £9,600 plus rent/mortgage just
to get by. But the average wage in Greater
Manchester, skewed by higher earners, is
just £36,000 a year. That means large num-
bers of Mancunians are earning far less.

Austerity + inflation = poverty

Clearly, in most families, both parents need
to be working full time just to make ends

meet - leading to further costs in terms of
transport and childcare and more strains
on an already incredibly tight family budget.

A formerly affordable place to live is becom-
ing more unaffordable for ordinary families
with every passing year. Meanwhile, the La-
bour council and mayoralty carry on rubber-
stamping ‘luxury’ housing developments,
boosting the coffers of the construction
industry and banks while pushing working-
class residents ever further to the city mar-
gins.

The deep and deepening inflation crisis
(dubbed by the press as the ‘cost of living’
crisis and ultimately caused by a global fi-
nancial crisis of the capitalist system) is
making this situation worse by the day. All
over the country, families are falling into
poverty, homes are going without heating
and children are turning up to school hun-
gry. One in three British children now lives
in poverty, and this is only expected to get
worse.

Nobody in any of the capitalist parties has
anything to say about how or why this is
happening. None of them is prepared to ad-
mit that the obscene inequality in our soci-
ety, whereby the working class has less and
less while the ruling class has more and
more, is a direct result of the way the capi-
talist system works (producing goods for
profit rather than according to the needs of
the people) and can never be fixed so long
as that system remains.

It is clear that Labour not only does not pro-
vide any alternatives but is as dedicated
to waging a class war upon workers as are
the Tories. For both parties, the profits of
the billionaires are their primary concern.
Whichever one is in power, the Bank of Eng-
land will continue to fuel inflation (thereby
stealing our savings and our wages) in order

to bail out and subsidise big banks and cor-
porations at our expense - and then tell us
we need more austerity to pay the bill!

The only interest these careerists have in
the rest of us is as a workforce to exploit
and a vote-bank to lie to every four or five
years. Both Tory and Labour are parties
competing to represent the interests of the
richest 0.1%, feathering their nests out of
the kick-backs they get in the process, and
they have no interest in taking care of the
needs of anyone else.

Divide and rule

That is why, instead of looking for meaning-
ful solutions to our problems, they simply
join the chorus of propaganda lies aimed
at encouraging us to blame other workers
for the problems that have been created by
this parasitic system. The capitalist class
is tiny, and it maintains its rule by dividing
the working class. One day, we are asked
to blame ‘single mothers’, another day it's
‘benefit scroungers’, on the third it's ‘job-
stealing immigrants’ and on the fourth it’s
‘bogus asylum seekers'.

The disgusting hypocrisy of our rulers going
around the world looting the wealth of other
countries and devastating them with ag-
gressive wars and then asking us to blame
the victims of those wars when they are
forced to leave their homes in search of a
viable living for their families has to be seen
to be believed. As working-class people, we
have to understand that all this propaganda
is aimed only at keeping us weak and fight-
ing amongst ourselves, while the bosses
are laughing all the way to the bank.

The ruling elites put so much effort into
pushing this divisive propaganda because
they know the truth that too many of us
have forgotten: ‘The workers, united, will

never be defeated!’

How can we defend our rights?

It is time for the great majority of us stop
being told that turning up on election day
to choose between the Devil and the Deep
Blue Sea is our only ‘choice’. As workers,
in Manchester or anywhere else, what we
need are towns, cities, schools and hospi-
tals, transport services, utilities and an en-
tire national economy that work in the inter-
ests of the majority.

We have the right to expect a life in which
we are not being ripped off at every turn; in
which we can hold a decent job and have
some meaningful say in how our workplac-
es and communities are run; in which our
children go to school to learn what will de-
velop their potential and enrich them (and
with them the whole of our society), with
shoes on their feet and a good breakfast in
their bellies.

In the end, the only way we will get these
things is by organising and fighting for a
socialist society with a planned economy,
where working-class people get to decide
what is produced and how much based
on the resources and manpower we have
available and the things we feel we really
need. This is the real way out of the spiral of
decay that the lords of finance capital, the
0.1% - supported by their political parties,
their media pundits, their civil servants and
judges, and their entire rotten system - are
condemning us to.

Capitalism isn’t working.

Fight for socialism!

Go to our website, subscribe to our paper,
support our work, join our struggle.
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